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coast. Two railways have been constructed into the southern
part of this immense region, one, the Goyaz Railway from Northern
Sao Paulo via Uberaba and Araguary to a point some distance
beyond the Goyaz boundary, the other from Bauru in Sao Paulo
through to Porto Esperanca on the Paraguay. Neither of these,
however, is of any great value for the carriage of bulky pro-
duce outwards, since the freights are necessarily high and there
are changes of gauge between the interior and the coast. Neither
the construction of further main railways into these interior
plateau states nor the extension of the Goyaz line could be expected
to help the situation, because the traffic would be too small to
enable the railways to provide a cheap and Reliable service.
Cattle, which constitute the most important item of produce, still
tend to be moved from the interior to the Sao Paulo border in the
old way, namely by driving the animals in easy stages.

River outlets from the region, except that by the Paraguay
mentioned in Chapter IV above, are of still less service than the
railways. The Sao Francisco, though it breaks through the
coastal ranges, is of little value as an eastern gateway, partly
because of the interruption caused by the Paulo Affonso Falls,
partly because its upper navigable course is separated from the
plateaus of the western interior by ranges of high mountains on
the frontiers of Goyaz. The Parana in its upper course passes
through a densely forested region liable to floods, is therefore
difficult of access, and is moreover interrupted by cataracts and
rapids. The northern rivers have been explored by the ser-
ingueiros in search of rubber only as far up their courses a& the
first rapids. Beyond these there lies a zone in which the rivers
plunge over numerous other rapids and which remains a terra
incognita to the inhabitants both of Amazonia and of the savan-
nahs on the plateau. The Madeira alone of the northern rivers
has a long stretch of navigable water continuous with that on the
Amazon, but the main stream of the Madeira does not really be-
long to the plateau at all, and is separated from the open uplands
by several hundred miles of dense equatorial forest, while its
right-bank tributaries from the plateau are all broken by rapids.

Much of this interior region was overrun about 1560 by raiding
parties known as the Entradas in search of Indian slaves, and
these were followed later by the Bandeiras from Sao Paulo (cf.
p. 40) ; but the remoteness of the region has doomed it to very
slow progress in peaceful colonization. % The population is still
very small, and the exploitation of the resources of a most primi-
tive and extensive type as indicated by the average size of the
fazendas or holdings, amounting to over 5,000 acres. There is
very little agriculture, the principal crops being mandioca, maize